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CSA Z809 – SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT 
WHAT’S NEW IN THIS REVISION 

SUSTAINABILITY

 

Aboriginal Relations
A stronger, standalone section specific to Aboriginal people 
has been created which highlights the understanding of
Aboriginal title and rights, the importance of building good 
relationships, being flexible in ways of involving Aboriginal 
communities in forest management planning, and including 
efforts to identify and resolve disagreement.

Water

 

 

A core requirement for meeting prescriptions that protect 
water features has been added. Public advisory groups 
will be required to help identify new targets to meet the 
requirements of this indicator. The profile of wetlands has 
also been raised with the addition of a wetlands definition.

 

Carbon & Climate Change

The discussion topic related to carbon emission has been 
replaced with a broader topic concerning the importance of
forest ecosystems and their management in the global 
carbon cycle.

TOP CHANGES

  
Forest Plantations 

Forest plantations have been defined to clearly differentiate 
them from regeneration projects. Forest plantations will only
be established in afforestation projects.

 

 

Safety 

A separate element has been created for requirements related to the 
safety of employees, contractors, and affected communities.

 

  

Economic and Social Benefits  

Requirements for sustaining a mix of timber and non-timber benefits, and 
for contributing to the sustainability of communities, has been clarified.

 

  

Volume-based Tenures
Where an organization holds a licence to harvest specific volumes of 
timber within a Defined Forest Area (DFA), but does not hold overall 
forest management responsibilities for the area, the organization may
now identify analysis units applicable to the DFA and use them to 
determine objectives, indicators, and targets for each element.

 

  

Group Certification
An alternative approach to forest certification which allows multiple 
forest managers or owners to obtain certification on public or private 
forest land under a single certificate has been added.

Annual Internal Audits
The requirement for an annual internal audit has been removed, recognizing 
that ongoing internal monitoring and annual external audits must occur.

Streamlining Plans
Greater integration with forest management plans and reports to reduce 
redundant planning & improve reporting efficiency.

First published in 1996, CSA Z809 - Sustainable Forest Management is Canada’s national Standard on sustainable 
forest management (SFM). CSA Z809 helps address the unique needs of Canada’s forestry sector, and its unique 
public ownership structure. The fourth revision contains numerous key changes as outlined in this document.



Important Standards Highlights

 Developed for Canada

CSA Z809 is written specifically for Canada and its publicly-owned 
forests. The standard was built on top of strong legislative 
frameworks that govern forestry, follows the CCFM Framework for 
Sustainable Forest Management, and sets the benchmark for 
community involvement.

An Active Community Voice in Forest Management
Local advisory committees are involved in identifying values, 
objectives, indicators and targets for criteria and indicators of 
Sustainable Forest Management. They also participate in annual 
reviews of performance against targets, and continual 
improvement discussions.

Current, Relevant and Evolving
Helps organizations meet for performance goals and allows for 
continual improvement through a management system of planning, 
implementing, checking, corrective actions and management 
reviews.

Transparency 
Outlines how certain information must be made publicly available, 
such as CSA Sustainable Forest Management plans, annual reports 
on progress against those plans; and results of independent 
certification and surveillance audit reports.

Independent
The standard was developed in an independent and transparent 
process.

Labels for Forest Products with Integrity 
The CSA Group Forest Certification Program allows the use of PEFC 
Chain of Custody labels that demonstrate compliance with the 
standard and assurance that                                                       a wood product has been sourced 
responsibly & legally.

     

    

   

About CSA Group 

CSA Group is an independent, not-for-profit membership association dedicated to safety, social good and sustainability. CSA’s strategic focus  
and core service offering includes: standards development; training solutions; consumer product evaluation; and global testing & certification. 
CSA products and services target a range of key businesses, including: hazardous location & industrial; plumbing & construction; medical  
safety & technology; appliances & gas; alternative energy; lighting; and sustainability. The CSA certification mark appears on billions of  
products worldwide. For more information about CSA Group visit www.csagroup.org

Learn More

Download a FREE copy of CSA Z809 at: shop.csa.ca

Join the sustainability community to learn more  about the  

CSA Z809, participate in related discussions, connect with  

industry experts and get involved in standard development

activities
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